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On Aug. 19, President Rafael Calderon told reporters he will not interfere with legal proceedings in
the cases of seven US citizens seeking compensation for properties expropriated by the government.
Calderon was responding to recent reports that the Bush administration is pressuring Costa Rica
for prompt decisions regarding a total of seven cases, some of which have been pending resolution
for over 15 years. "We want to arrive at an agreement soon," said Calderon, "but we will not go
against the rulings adopted by [Costa Rican] courts...the White House is fully aware that this is
our position." Vice President German Serrano recently told reporters the Bush administration has
warned that future progress on a US-Costa Rica bilateral free trade agreement would be subject
to resolution of the claims filed by US citizens. The US Agency for International Development
(AID) is reportedly withholding US$20 million in assistance, pending outcome of the claims. Claims
for expropriated lands filed by US citizens reportedly total about US$10 million. Some of the
expropriated properties have been incorporated into indigenous reservations, while others were
turned into forest reserves. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 08/19/92; Notimex, 08/20/92)
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